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God is no Respecter of Sex: Scandinavian Women Psalm Writers, The Quakers, and 

Thomas Hobbes 

Martin Fog Arndal, University of Copenhagen 

Abstract: During the Early Enlightenment in Britain, debate arose over whether to “doff 

and don” one’s hat before the sovereign. In his Leviathan (1651), Thomas Hobbes 

depicted men visibly keeping their hats on, challenging the injunctive norm. Hat-wearing 

became a symbol of equality, as Edward Hyde (1609-1674) noted: it “signifies nothing 

more than keeping on their hats”. Discussions of hat-politics often invoked Acts 10:34, 

“God is no respecter of persons,” to argue for social parity. Quakers like Margaret Fell even 

used it to defend gender equality. This paper aims to investigate how the same phrase 

surfaced in Nordic contexts to defend both political and gender equality. In fact, in the 

early feminist ideas found in the preface to Dorothe Engelbretsdatter’s (1634-1716) The 

Soul’s Song-Offering (1678), the notion that “Gud anseer icke Personer” is evoked to 

signal that not even God cares for matters of gender. In the tradition of female psalm-

writers that follows Engelbretsdatter’s work, particularly in Kirsten Jensdatter (1648-

1728), Ingeborg Grytten (1668-1705), and Anna Dorothea Crondahl (1684-1761), the 

phrase keeps re-surfacing to argue for a similar position, thus revealing fascinating 

comparisons between British and Scandinavian political philosophy. 

 

 
Staël on Slavery: Shame and Compromises. 

Sandrine Bergès, York University. 

Slavery was a topic of interest to Germaine de Staël throughout her career: her first 

piece on the subject was a short story written when she was 20, her last a defence of 

Wilberforce three years before her death. But while Staël despised slavery in principle, 

in practice, she argued only for the abolition of the slave trade, i.e. the kidnapping and 

transportation of Africans to serve as slaves in the colonies. In that she followed the 

British abolitionists but also her own father, Jacques Necker. Those that were already 

enslaved would remain so, in order to continue enriching Europe. And Africans in Africa 

would be industrialised for the same purpose. One reason Staël agreed that Europeans 

could continue exploiting the labour of Africans, was her conviction that Europeans 

must ‘civilize’ Africans. And I will suggest that on her understanding, one sign that 

Africans have become civilised would be that they were ‘industrious’ and willing to work 

hard to produce the goods that the Europeans want. Like many of her contemporaries, 



Staël thought the slave trade, but not slavery ought to be abolished. I will argue that this 

disappointing line of thought began at the very start of her writing career, and that Stael 

defended it till the end. 

 

 
A Poem, to the Public 

Anna Margareta von Bragner, Françoise Marguerite Janiçon, Charlotta Frölich and the 

Poetics of Political Policy 

Matilda Amundsen Bergström, University of Gothenburg 

The Swedish Age of Liberty (1719–1772) is frequently described as a period of unusually 

democratic political culture. Royal authority was curtailed, while the parliament of 

estates assumed extensive powers – so much so that Sweden was often portrayed, and 

in some respects functioned, as a republic. This political environment 

produced radical reforms, most famously the Freedom of the Press Act of 1766. 

However, although political participation expanded to include groups such as 

freeholding farmers on equal footing with the nobility, women remained formally 

excluded from parliamentary representation and decision-making. 

This paper examines how women nevertheless intervened in the formation and 

implementation of political policy by making strategic use of an expanding print culture 

and an increasingly influential public sphere. Focusing on Anna Margareta 

von Bragner’s journal Samtal mellan Argi Skugga och en obekant fruntimmer skugga (17 

38–39), Françoise Marguerite Janiçon’s pamphlet Tankar i anledning as sista öfwerflöds-

förordningen (1767), and Charlotta Frölich’s Poeme, til Allmänheten, om Folck-

ökningen i Swerige (1768) I explore how these texts engage with contemporary 

parliamentary debates on concrete policy issues. 

Through close attention to literary form and rhetorical strategy, I argue that these 

authors employed and adapted popular literary genres to participate in – and try to 

shape – debates on political policies, and in extension decision-making. In this sense, 

their interventions complicate the dominant scholarly narrative that citizenship during 

the Age of Liberty was exclusively conceived as male. While formally excluded from 

political institutions, I will argue that Bragner, Janiçon and Frölich used literature to 

actively contest the gendered boundaries of civic participation and 

citizenship, and to assert women’s place within Sweden’s republican-inflected political 

culture. 



Stoic Themes in Early Modern Arguments for Women’s Education: Thott, Astell, and 

Chudleigh 

Jacqueline Broad, Monash University 

In this paper, I examine arguments for women’s education in the writings of Birgitte Thott 

(1610-62), Mary Astell (1666-1731), and Mary Chudleigh (1656-1710). More specifically, I 

compare their arguments to those of the first-century Roman Stoic Musonius Rufus (c. 

30-101). Although these early modern women were likely unfamiliar with Musonius’ 

lectures, “Should Daughters Receive the Same Education as Sons?” and “That Women 

Too Should Study Philosophy”, they were steeped in the ethical ideas of other Roman 

Stoics, such as Seneca, Marcus Aurelius, and Epictetus. In my analysis, I demonstrate 

that Thott, Astell, and Chudleigh raise many of the same points as Musonius, but 

strengthen their case for women’s education by adding further premises and Stoic 

ideas. These authors argue that education is necessary not only to ensure that women 

cultivate virtue, but to respect their elevated moral status as human beings. I conclude 

that, by addressing the limitations of Musonius’ “incomplete feminism” (Nussbaum 

2002: 300), Thott, Astell, and Chudleigh appeal to the wider political dimensions of 

Stoic thought. They argue not only that women can be educated, and that they should 

be educated, but that they are entitled to an education—and to all the respect due to 

rational creatures. 

 

 
Wollstonecraft in the North 

Elad Carmel (University of Jyväskylä) & Martina Reuter (University of Jyväskylä) 

In what would become her final book, Letters Written During a Short Residence in 

Sweden, Norway, and Denmark (1796), Mary Wollstonecraft offers a series of 

observations from her journey through Germany and the Nordic countries. She notes 

that Denmark–Norway, and especially Norway, impressed her with its degree of liberty. 

She depicts what appears to her as an exemplary realisation of freedom in Norwegian 

society, and the resulting portrayal is somewhat idealised, romanticised, even utopian. 

‘The Norwegians appear to me to be the most free community I have ever observed’, she 

writes, adding, ‘I never yet have heard of anything like domineering, or oppression, 

excepting such as has arisen from natural causes’. Especially notable for Wollstonecraft 

are the freedoms of the press and of religion; the Norwegians, she declares, ‘advanced 

a step further in freethinking’. She then gives a striking example: ‘One writer has 

ventured to deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, and to question the necessity or utility of 

the Christian system, without being considered universally as a monster, which would 

have been the case a few years ago’. 

This apparent endorsement of freethinking is especially interesting, as it marks a 

significant shift in Wollstonecraft’s thought; only a decade earlier, she warned her 



readers of the dangerous effects that religious doubts might have, addressing especially 

young women surrounded by deists. In Letters, these descriptions of Norwegian liberty 

are contrasted with less enthusiastic descriptions of Sweden, where ‘the situation of 

the servants in every respect, particularly that of the women, shews how far the Swedes 

are from having a just conception of rational equality’. Whereas Norway becomes a 

model of liberty, Sweden becomes a vehicle of Wollstonecraft’s social and political 

criticism, resulting in a work that is simultaneously both utopian and critical. 

The aim of this paper is twofold. First, we analyse Wollstonecraft’s descriptions of 

Norwegian liberty, the contexts in which she arrived at her position and the implications 

of her journey for our broader understanding of her political—and religious—ideas. 

Second, we analyse the Swedish 1797 and 1798 receptions of Wollstonecraft’s Letters, 

with special focus on how her remarks on freethinking were translated in the first full 

Swedish translation Bref, skrifna under et kort wistande I Swerige, Norrige och Danmark 

(Stockholm, 1798). 

M. Wollstonecraft, T. Brekke, and J. Mee, Letters Written in Sweden, Norway, and 

Denmark (Oxford University Press, 2009), pp. 17, 40–5. 

 

 
Women’s political practices in late eighteenth-century Denmark: Negotiating reform 

within Enlightened absolutism 

Kristine Dyrmann, Aarhus University 

Two central discussions in the Nordic enlightenment centered on land reforms and the 

education of the peasant population. A group of men and women known as the 

“reformer family circle” introduced reforms of schools and agriculture throughout the 

Danish realm between 1784-1814. This paper investigates how the women of the 

reformer family circle participated in discussions on the reforms, and how they 

brokered and negotiated the contents and success of these political initiatives, as wives 

and as widows. By focusing on the partnerships between the men and women of this 

group, I interrogate the informal structures through which politics were negotiated 

within the Danish "enlightened absolutist" system. I argue that women’s participation 

was not merely peripheral; it shaped the era’s politics through informal modes of 

negotiation. Ultimately, to understand the mechanics of Nordic Enlightenment politics, 

we must account for the women who were instrumental in negotiating its practical 

implementation. 



Female patriotism and republican motherhood in the Danish-Norwegian Enlightenment 

Juliane Engelhardt, University of Copenhagen 

This presentation explores discussions in Enlightenment journals about the role of 

women in the emerging civil societies. The debaters were almost all men, and they 

discussed topics such as the length and appropriate curriculum of women's academic 

education; how women could be good patriots, and what form female patriotism should 

take. Many argued that women had patriotic duties as mothers and wives, just as 

fishermen, craftsmen, and civil servants had patriotic duties commensurate with their 

status and occupation. Women occupied a distinct political role in the new bourgeois 

societies, and the underlying rationale was that gender differences were necessary for 

maintaining social cohesion. This presentation discusses aspects of inclusion, 

essentialism, and marginalisation in notions of republican motherhood. 

 

 
Mary Wollstonecraft in Scandinavia. Reflections on Philosophical Anthropology and 

Feminist Editing 

Lena Halldenius, Lund University. 

I will talk about the importance of philosophical anthropology – the observation 

of people and places in their specific circumstances – for Mary Wollstonecraft's 

philosophy of social change. Her fascinating travelogue from a journey in Scandinavia 

takes the form of semi-fictional letters to a disappointing lover. While cataloguing her 

own depression, she reflects on the formative interplay of nature and culture, what 

oppression and poverty do to the mind, and reconsiders what revolution requires. I read 

this as a work of political philosophy, but it has customarily been received as a 

sentimental rendering of female emotions and victimhood, without much philosophical 

importance. As one of the editors of a major project to publish a scholarly edition of 

Wollstonecraft's collected works with Oxford University Press – where my task is to edit 

the Scandinavian letters – I aim to correct this impression, and will reflect on the project 

as an example of feminist editing. 

 

 
The Beauty Queens? The Role and Influence of Nordic Queens Prior to the 

Enlightenment 

Carsten Jahnke, University of Copenhagen 

 
In traditional historiography, there is a clear dichotomy. In the collective, male-

dominated Middle Ages, women and queens played a subordinate role, whilst the 

individualism of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment was supposed to have granted 

them a degree of freedom (albeit limited). The archetype of the queen in the Middle 

Ages corresponds to the captive beauty in the tower, who is rescued by her brave knight. 



The reality, however, is quite different. Through their education and the opportunities 

available to them, through their personalities and their networks, women played a 

remarkable role in European politics. They may not always have acted in the public eye, 

but their influence is undeniable. This paper will thus highlight the opportunities that 

female rulers possessed up to the Enlightenment and the traditions and possibilities 

that developed as a result. 

 
The Political Mind of Dowager Queen Juliane Marie 

Sebastian Olden-Jørgensen (University of Copenhagen) 

Danish and European history knows quite a few powerful women, especially in 

situations where the ruler was a minor or otherwise permanently unfit. Such a figure 

was Dowager Queen Juliane Marie (1729-1797) who was the de facto ruler of Denmark 

on behalf of the mentally ill Christian VII during the years between the fall of the 

favourite Struensee in 1772 and the seizure of power by Crown Prince Frederik in 1784. 

In contrast to other powerful women whom we know only indirectly through their 

actions and the words of others, Juliane Marie has left a corpus of text, correspondence 

with Frederick the Great of Prussia and a political testament for the Crown Prince, that 

allow us to analyse her political thought. 

 
Brought to life by Holberg: The agency and influence of the learned and exiled Cille Gad 

& Leonora Christina Ulfeldt 

Bodil Hvass Kjems, University of Copenhagen 

The focus of this paper is two-fold: First, I examine how two learned women from 

seventeenth century Scandinavia navigated criminal charges, persecution and exile. 

Cille Gad (1675-1711) was accused of infanticide and exiled in Copenhagen until her 

death. Leonora Christina Ulfeldt (1621-1698) was accused of high treason and 

imprisoned for 22 years without trial. I show how they faced a double bind, as women 

and as exiles, and how they utilized their learning to carve out informal political agency. 

Secondly, I analyse their influence on Ludvig Holberg (1684-1754), whose poem Zille 

Hansdatters Gynaicologia eller Forsvarsskrift for kvindekønnet (1722) is supposedly 

inspired by Gad. Holberg also outlined Ulfeldt’s life and morals in his Heltindehistorier 

(1745). I discuss these learned women’s afterlife in Holberg’s authorship on gender and 

equality, focusing on the reconstruction of their intellectual identity, political agency 

and female virtue. 

This paper thus sheds new light on the reception of Cille Gad and Leonora Christina 

Ulfeldt as political agents in the Nordic Enlightenment. 



From Tea Tables to Dark Profundity: Female Knowledge, Sociability, and Performativity in 

Eighteenth-Century Danish-Norwegian Periodicals 

Ulrik Langen, University of Copenhagen 

This paper examines how eighteenth-century Danish-Norwegian periodicals 

represented female knowledge and the figure of the learned woman, with particular 

attention to sociability and performativity. In Denmark-Norway, spectator-inspired 

journals made women visible as readers, speakers, and occasionally writers. Examples 

include Jørgen Riis’s Den danske Spectator (1744), La Spectatrice danoise (1748–50) 

which featured a male authorial voice ventriloquized through a female pseudonym, and 

Den patriotiske Tilskuer (1761–63), which introduced women's voices alongside an all-

male club due to apparent reader pressure. However, the self-proclaimed women’s 

magazine Fruentimmer-Tidenden (1767) reveals a limitation: despite rhetorics of 

educated female personae, its gendered address separated audiences and largely 

reduced “female knowledge” to utilitarian, domestic, and experiential competencies, 

thereby supporting performed social roles rather than “bringing philosophy” to the tea 

table. Against this, a contemporaneous debate in Det ugentlige Tillæg til 

Adressecontoirets Efterretninger (1767) engages learned women more directly and 

argumentatively. Here, science is defended as mind-enlightening and not inherently 

gendered; opposition is parsed through sociable settings (pedantic display in 

company), material constraints (time and money), and performative ideals (modesty 

versus authoritative pedantry). The exchange crystallizes the “dark profundity” trope as 

a gendered concern about charm, yet also exposes tactical responses – such as using 

the fine arts as cover for profound studies – to counter male deterrence. Overall, the 

periodicals consistently framed women’s access to knowledge through social context 

and performative expectations, but the non-fictional debate demonstrates a striking 

shift: from gendered role-play toward assessing how learning, sociability, and self-

presentation jointly shape intellectual legitimacy in the public sphere. 

 

 
Informal Channels: Family and Politics of Memory as Women’s Tools of Influence 

Anu Lathinen, University of Helsinki 

While historians have started to pay attention to the role of women in early modern 

power networks, it is often difficult to get a comprehensive picture of their agency. The 

documents and accounts often fail to give a detailed account about women’s presence 

or sphere of action. Nevertheless, a close reading of family archives reveals women’s 

influence in correspondence and in meetings, and as guardians of the posthumous 

reputation of their family members. In my contribution, I will give examples from the late 

sixteenth to mid-seventeenth century about noble and royal women who resorted to the 

politics of memory to protect their family and to retaliate their opponents. The early 



modern world depended on informal channels of influence, and the noble family 

matters were often a matter of state as well, thus the women of the powerful families 

played a role in many political processes. 

 

 
Women in the press freedom pamphlets 

John Christian Laursen, University of California, Riverside 

Denmark-Norway was the first country to declare full freedom of the press, in 1770. 

What followed was an explosion of print literature, especially pamphlets, which 

eventually led to a coup d’état. Court official Bolle Willum Luxdorph collected almost 

1,000 of the publications dated 1770-1773, which are an invaluable window into the life 

of Copenhagen at the time. They provide many examples of the role of women in that 

society. The women depicted in the pamphlets (and on a few occasions writing them) 

range from Queen Caroline Matilda through writers and other bourgeois women to 

fishwives and prostitutes. We get a broad survey of ideas about women of all classes in 

the period. 

The Luxdorph collection has been surveyed in Henrik Horstbøll, Ulrik Langen, and 

Frederik Stjernfelt, Grov Konfækt: Tre Vilde Ar med Trykkefrihed 1770-1773, which was 

condensed, translated, and published as Ulrik Langen and Frederik Stjernfelt, The 

World’s First Full Press Freedom. This paper will draw on the Luxdorph collection and 

the Horstbøll, Langen, Stjernfelt volumes to survey the role of women that is revealed in 

the pamphlets and attempt an evaluation of the place of women in the whole 

collection, 1and thus in the political imaginary of the time. 

 

 
Nationalism, Parliamentarism, and Equality in Elisabeth Stierncrona’s En Swensks 

Tankar Öfwer Den 22 Junii 1756 

Maria Mårsell, University of Copenhagen 

Elisabeth Stierncrona (1714–1769) was one of few women to participate in the domestic 

political debate in Sweden during the Age of Liberty (1719–1772). At a time when 

Sweden was transitioning from an absolute monarchy to a parliamentary system, she 

defended the latter form of government. Her political and religious ideas are particularly 

evident in the treatise: En Swensks Tankar Öfwer Den 22 Junii 1756 (A Swedes 

Reflections on 22 June 1756). In this text, which is structured as a biblical compilation 

and written in response to the royal family’s failed coup attempt that same year, 

Stierncrona discusses Sweden’s future form of government. By systematising her 

message, examining how it was conveyed and highlighting the historical and political 

context, this presentation demonstrates how Stierncrona called on the entire Swedish 



people to oppose the arbitrary exercise of power in favour of a strong parliamentary 

nation-state. 

 

 
Philosophy for a Queen, a Queen for Philosophy. Cristine of Sweden between Lipsius, 

Freinsheim and Descartes 

Gianenrico Paganini, University of Eastern Piedmont 

The theme of philosopher-kings dates back at least to Plato's Republic (V, 473c-d), if we 

do not want to go back to King Solomon in the Bible. Less known is the fact that in the 

same Republic, Plato also considers that women have the same rational abilities to rule 

as men, even though they may be physically weaker on average. For this reason, women 

can belong to the ruling class (philosopher-queens), if they receive the same education 

as men (music, gymnastics, mathematics, dialectics). Therefore, differences between 

men and women should not justify excluding women from government: what matters is 

the soul and rational capacity, not gender (V, 451d-457b). In fact, an entire classical 

tradition, more or less mythical, celebrated wise queens: Nefertiti, Semiramis, Cleopatra, 

Gorgo, Zenobia, etc. In the modern age it is thought that it was the enlightened rulers of 

the eighteenth century who revived the image of the philosophers-kings, thanks to their 

wise advisors who were always male. It was actually in the seventeenth century that the 

union of philosophy and kingdom came closer to being realized and it was the case of two 

female philosophers and queens: Elisabeth, for a time queen of Bohemia and then 

princess of Palatinate, and Christine of Sweden. Both were deeply interested in 

philosophy and had the chance of having Descartes as an advisor. It is to them, rather 

than to the eighteenth-century sovereigns, that we can trace the prototype of enlightened 

absolutism, with the entry of philosophy into the guiding role of the ruler inspired by 

reason. 

 
Female Voices in the Danish Periodical Press (1740-1770) 

Maria Nørby Pedersen, Aarhus University 

Women writers had to live side by side with fictional women writers in the Danish mid-

eighteenth-century public sphere. Behind the women writers of periodical journals such 

as La Spectatrice Danoise and The Actress, were male writers. Behind women readers 

like Coelie, who sent letters to the journal The Patriotic Spectator, was a man. The 

female masks of some were more obviously fictional than others, where it might be 

women hiding behind being anonymous. Fictional or real, women were present in the 

early Danish periodical press, but research have only rarely focused on the role of 

fictional and anonymous women or the content of their voices in the Danish public 

sphere (i.e. Krefting: 2008). This paper aims to further our understanding of women in 



the public sphere, by examine the political topics which these “women” engaged with 

while also discussing the role of the journals’ gender fictionality. 

By applying a broad definition of politics (since commenting on actual political affairs 

were prohibited in the Danish press prior to 1770) this paper will analyze journal issues 

and reader letters on women’s duties and authority within and outside the household 

like breastfeeding and reading written by “women”. The paper will focus on the 

spectator genre, taking a close look at the fictional women in The Patriotic Spectator, 

but also bring perspectives from other spectator journals. It will focus on the early 

creative period between 1740-1770 where the genre consolidated before the freedom of 

press (1770-73) which changed the press dramatically. Researchers of the spectators’ 

English counterparts like The Tatler (1709-11) and The Spectator (1711-14) argue that 

the discourse on women in these journals lead to the domestication of women 

(Newman: 2005, 19). Danish spectators were directly inspired by the English. This 

paper seeks overall to explore and discuss whether the spectator genre and its female 

writers reflect a similar or different tendency regarding women’s enlightenment. 

Krefting, Ellen, 2008, “Feminine Forkledninger. La Spectatrice Danoise i 1700-

tallets Tidsskriftshistorie”, in: Eivind Tjønneland ed. Opplysningens tidsskrifter. 

Norske og danske periodiske publikationer på 1700-tallet. Bergen: Fagbokforlaget, page 

37-60. 

Newman, Donald, 2005, ”Introduction”, in Newman, Donald ed. The Spectator. 

Emerging Discourses. Newark: University of Delaware, page 11-38. 

 

 
Religious enlightenment within or beyond class 

Christina Petterson, Grønlands Universitet 

It has been argued that developments in Protestantism was one of the ways in which 

Enlightenment ideals were introduced, negotiated and conceptualised in early 

eighteenth century Denmark (Thomas Bredsdorf, Tine Reeh, Sigrid Nielsby 

Christensen). The present paper will pursue this line of questioning in respect to the 

female participants of these developments. 

In the religious turmoil of eighteenth century Copenhagen women were active 

interpreters and enablers of the new ideas of self, community, and authority which 

Pietism offered. The present paper focuses on the correspondence between Baroness 

Barbara von Söhlenthal and Count Nikolas Ludwig von Zinzendorf, his wife Erdmuth 

Dorothea von Zinzendorf (born Reuss) and their community in Herrnhut from 1731-

1733. It is well known that Baroness von Söhlenthal and her husband, a childhood 

friend of Zinzendorf's, were eager supporters of the awakening movement in 

Copenhagen, and hosted assemblies in their home. These letters are from the Unity 



Archives in Herrnhut. Another set of letters are those sent from missionaries in 

Greenland to the awakened community in Copenhagen. Here, the focus will be on the 

letters to Elizabeth Quast, wife of royal table-setter Nikolai A. Quast, who received 

several letters from the missionaries from the Royal Library in Copenhagen. A final set 

of letters are written by the queen and her mother to Christian VI in these same years 

from the National Archives in Copenhagen. 

These were different spheres of action: the king's household, nobility, and 

artisans/servants and the aim of the paper is to explore whether there are common 

topics of religious enlightenment in the correspondence which was either confined to, 

or transgressed social stratification. 

 

 
Queen Christina and French salon culture 

Stefano Fogelberg Rota, Södertörn University 

In this paper I will investigate the relationship between Queen Christina of Sweden and 

French femmes de lettres of the seventeenth century. I will do so by focusing on 

Christina’s use and adaptation, for primarily political aims, of the literary models of 

these female French writers. For instance, the rejection of erotic love and the veneration 

of chastity expressed in the librettos of the French court ballets promoted by the 

Swedish Queen during her reign are elements that link her with this 

reformative French movement. I will therefore discuss this concordance in themes and 

aims both on a literary and personal level by providing a broader context for Christina’s 

contact with some of the more renowned French writers such as Mademoiselle de 

Scudéry, “la Souveraine des Précieuses”, who praised Christina for her choice not to 

marry in her novell Artamène ou le Grand Cyrus (1649-1653) under the identity of 

Cléobuline, Queen of Corinth. 

 

 
Midwifery Training as an Enlightenment Project in Eighteenth-century Sweden 

Kirsi Vainio-Korhonen, University of Turku 

Infant mortality and maternal death during childbirth were widespread concerns in early 

modern Europe – also in Nordic countries. The Age of Enlightenment aimed to address 

these challenges through the professionalisation of midwifery. The training and practice 

of midwives were regulated by law for instance in Sweden, and their work was more 

independent than any other female trade at that time. The great significance of 

midwifery training and the status of their profession was motivated by the common 

good and the improved health of mothers and newborns. A professional midwife also 

understood that the progress and outcome of a childbirth depended on her trained 

knowledge and skills - not only on God's will. 



Wife, Mother, Queen: Perceptions and Projections of Female Rule in the North (1626-

1818) 

Anaïs Waag, University of Copenhagen 

This presentation will outline the research project I am undertaking as part of the 

WHENCE sub-project ‘Female Rule’. The project is a comparative study of female rule in 

the Nordic kingdoms which explores the contributions of queens to the political public 

sphere in the Nordic Enlightenment, with particular attention to their contribution to the 

understanding and acceptance of female rule and power. This project starts from the 

premise that Nordic queens exercised legitimate power, by virtue of their status as the 

king’s wife and crowned ruler, and proposes a selection of case studies to examine how 

Nordic queens conceived of and sought to present and project their power, as well as 

how their contemporaries perceived and received these representations and projects 

and conceived of the queen’s power. 
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